
“From one ancestor he made all 
nations to inhabit the whole 

earth, and he allotted the times 
of their existence and the 

boundaries of the places where 
they would live,”  

Acts 17:26 

When I was a child, it was a 
common practice “to draw a line in 
the sand” to bring or enforce 
peace.  At a conference in Berlin, 
fourteen nations drew lines across 
the African continent.  But, these 
lines have not settled anything. 

Congolese children were told to stay behind the line. 

You can affect the outcome in the Congo, 
please pray for the women and children. 

April 27, 2008 
 About 21 years ago, I was encouraged to participate 
in the Berlin Marathon.  I recognized it as big deal.  An 
international and historical but divided city would be the site 
for my first marathon.  On a beautiful fall Sunday afternoon 
on October 4, 1987, I completed my first and only full 
marathon.  The next day, I had plans to tour the city and the 
Berlin Wall but after 26.2 miles of running through the city, I 
changed my mind.   
 A century earlier (1884-1885), Berlin was infamous 
for Africa’s borders.  "The Berlin Conference was Africa's 
undoing in more ways than one. The colonial powers 
superimposed their domains on the African continent."* 
 Congo became the personal kingdom for Belgium's 
King Leopold II.  Under his rule, over half of the region's 
population died.  The death and maiming did not end until 
the church got involved. 
 Still today, the political fragmentation still grips 
eastern Congo.  It has indirectly caused the unnecessary 
deaths of 5.4 million Congolese since 1998.  Deaths from 
violence were less than one percent.  Instead, most of 
deaths were caused by malaria, diarrhea, pneumonia and 
malnutrition.  These are preventable and treatable 
diseases.  About half of the deaths were children under the 
age of five.  Indirectly, even peaceful areas like Bulape are 
affected.  It is time for the church to get involved again. 
 
* de Blij, H.J. and Peter O. Muller Geography: Realms, Regions, and 
Concepts. John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1997. Page 340. 

# # #  
If you have comments or want your own subscription, please contact 
Woody Collins, or visit http://www.EndingExtremePoverty.org. 
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