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The Walls of Berlin

Boundaries and walls divide people one from another.  
The construction of the Berlin Wall began early on Sunday, 
August 13, 1961.  It divided East Germany and East Berlin 
from the west.  President Reagan delivers his famous 
speech at the Berlin Wall in June 1987, in which he called 
for Soviet General Secretary Gorbachev to "tear down this 
wall!” A few years later, at press conference on November 
9, 1989, the East Germany’s Minister of Propaganda 
stated East Berliners would be allowed to cross the border 
with proper permission. That act was the first step toward 
German reunification, which was formally concluded on 
October 3, 1990.  Finally, Germany again was without 
political boundaries.

Just over 100 years earlier, Africa’s political boundaries 
were decided at the Berlin Conference of 1884 and 1885.  
This morning I would like to talk you about that legacy and 
its effect on Congo, today.
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Many indigenous tribes inhabit the 
African continent.

At the time of the conference, 80 percent of Africa 
remained under traditional and local control. What 
ultimately resulted was a hodgepodge of geometric 
boundaries that divided Africa into fifty irregular countries. 
This new map of the continent was superimposed over the 
one thousand indigenous cultures and regions of Africa. 
The new countries lacked rhyme or reason and divided 
coherent groups of people and merged together disparate 
groups who really did not get along.
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Christian Missionaries saved 
millions of Congolese lives. 

The initial task of the conference was to agree that the 
Congo River and Niger River mouths and basins would be 
considered neutral and open to trade. Despite its 
neutrality, part of the Congo Basin became a personal 
kingdom for Belgium's King Leopold II.  But under his rule, 
over half of the region's population died.

From the book, King Leopold’s Ghost, the author tells the 
following story of a British missionary who was asked 
repeatedly by Africans, “Has the Savior you tell us of any 
power to save us from the rubber trouble?” These foreign 
Protestant missionaries found themselves acting as 
observers on a battlefield.  William Sheppard, a 
Presbyterian Missionary, was one of the first missionaries 
to expose the atrocities of King Leopold to the world. 
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Millions of Congolese have died 
since 1998.

Today, millions of Congolese are still dying, indirectly and 
partly, because of those boundary decisions made in 
Berlin. 

Specifically, Congo’s deadly problems started in the mid-
90’s as a result of the Rwanda genocide.  In 1997 
neighboring Rwanda invaded Congo to flush out extremist 
Hutu militias.  This invasion gave a boost to the anti-
Mobutu rebels, who quickly captured the capital, Kinshasa, 
and installed Laurent Kabila as president and renamed the 
country DR Congo.  Nonetheless, Congo's troubles 
continued. Around 1998, A rift between Kabila and his 
former allies sparked a new rebellion, backed by Rwanda 
and Uganda. Angola, Namibia and Zimbabwe took Kabila's 
side, turning the country into a vast battleground or Africa’s 
first world war.  The International Rescue Committee 
estimates that 5.4 million Congolese have died since 1998.
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Deaths were caused by preventable 
and treatable diseases. 

HOWEVER, Most of those who have died in the conflict 
were not victims of violence.  In fact, less than one percent 
were. Instead, most fell victim to such things as malaria, 
diarrhea, pneumonia and malnutrition.  All diseases that 
are preventable and treatable.  Children have been hit 
hard.  About half of the fatalities were children under the 
age of five, even though children make up only 19 percent 
of the population.  Much of this can be blamed on the 
breakdown of health care systems and programs.



8

Christians need to understand, get 
involved, and help.

Perhaps most alarming, while the death rate has slightly 
decreased in eastern Congo, the last festering node of 
conflict, it has actually increased in some parts of central 
Congo, the general area we support.  These area have not 
seen combat in several years.  Officials of the International 
Rescue Committee and other aid organizations said the 
focus of aid dollars on the east and neglect of the other 
regions by government were the most likely explanations 
for the changes.

We need your help in central Congo.  The Congolese 
people need your prayers and support.
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Get Involved with Your Faith.

As Christians, we are a people of faith and hope.

The Bible says “The prayer of faith will save the sick, and 
the Lord will raise them up.”
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Pray for Lasting Peace.

Officially, the civil war ended in 2003.  The foreign armies 
have withdrawn from Congo.  However, armed groups and 
militias continue to occupy eastern Congo.  In January of 
this year, another peace agreement was signed with 20+ 
different parties.  But the agreement appears to be stalled 
due to one to two parties.  BBC News reported fighting 
again on Friday.  Please Pray for the Lasting Peace.
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Pray for World Leadership.

The world is focusing unprecedented attention on the 
Congo.  World governments including the United States 
have increased financial aid and support to Congo.  And 
Countries like China and India are rushing to seal trade 
and mine agreements with Congo.  Also, aid organization 
have increased their support to Congo.
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Pray for Congolese Leadership.

But EVERYTHING depends upon the newly elected 
Congolese government.  Congo is a country that has not 
seen democracy ever.  Congolese have only seen their 
government officials get rich while they have struggled to 
survive.  We must pray that the hearts of the new 
government is different.
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Stop the suffering, support the 
people.

Beyond prayer, we need to help stop the suffering and 
support the people.  Thousands of Congolese continue to 
die each day.  The leading causes of death are malaria, 
diarrhea, pneumonia and malnutrition.  Our health 
programs are geared to minimize the suffering of the rural 
poor people.
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Nets prevent malaria.

Insecticide treated nets is a low cost and effective weapon 
against the malaria.  Our goal is provide, free of charge, 
nets to all pregnant mothers and newborn children when 
they visit the hospital or a health clinic.  Malaria kills 
thousands of mothers and their children each year.
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Charity Care provides funding to 
treat the poor.

The poor can not afford to go to the doctor or to the 
community health nurse.  Often The poor must choose 
between food, educating their children, or obtaining health 
care.  Many times they seek medical care when it is too 
late.  As a result, unnecessary deaths may occur or the 
poor may require more expensive and extensive 
procedures.  Our charity care fund pays for the poor to 
seek needed medical care in a timely manner.
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Clean water minimizes diarrhea.

Almost half of the Congolese population do not have 
access to clean safe drinking water.  Rural areas like 
Bulape have even less access to clean safe drinking 
water.  We are working with Rotary International on a 
proposed water project for rural Congo.  Safe and clean 
drinking water will minimize diarrhea and other water-
borne diseases.
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Moringa trees prevent malnutrition.

The majority of children under 5 years old in Congo suffer 
from malnutrition.  The solution to this problem is not quick 
or easy.  The solution will involve changing cultural norms 
and eating habits.  Also, it will involve improving 
agricultural practices.  Our initial project involves improving 
the nutritional value of the traditional Congolese food 
staple, cassava.  Dried moringa leaves can be crushed 
and added to this food to make it more nutritional.
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Both Faith and Works are needed 
to save lives.

In James 2: 14-17, What good is it, my brothers and 
sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? 
Can faith save you?  If a brother or sister is naked and 
lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, "Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill," and yet you do not 
supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So 
faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
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Millions of people have died but the 
deaths can be prevented.

Extreme poverty is a killer! Dr. Richard Brennan, director 
of the IRC’s global health programs says, “What we’ve 
been able to document with our most recent survey is that 
the mortality rates are elevated right across the entire 
Democratic Republic of Congo. And those rates are almost 
60 percent higher than what we would expect for sub-
Saharan Africa as a whole. And those sustained elevations 
in mortality mean that even more than four years after the 
official end of war, 40,000 people are continuing to die 
every month in Congo.”
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Christians need to understand, stay 
involved, and help.

As Christian, we are called again to make a different.

First, we must recognize the situation and understand the 
complexity and dynamics of problem.

Next, we must decide our role, and then get involved.  
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Christians can save millions of 
Congolese, again.

The historian, Stanely Shaloff, summarizes the work of 
William Sheppard and his fellow Presbyterian missionaries 
in this manner.  “Efforts by (King Leopold’s) government 
officials to intimidate the Presbyterian clerics and to 
frighten them into silence failed.  Such attempts only 
stiffened them in their resolve to persevere in their 
criticism… If it had not been for the American Presbyterian 
Congo Mission, few people anywhere would have given 
any thought to the plight of the Congolese in the Kasai…
They were courageous, resourceful, and unrelenting 
crusaders for justice and decency in the Congo…”

I ask each of YOU to be courageous, resourceful, and 
unrelenting crusaders for justice and decency in the 
Congo, Today. 
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Saving Lives require You!

I am not a politician.  So, I am not here to offer any 
solutions to the deep-rooted political boundary problems in 
Congo.  But I am here as a loving and compassionate 
Christian who have seen suffering people and dying 
children.  I want you to join me in helping to save lives in 
the Congo.

AMEN. And may God receive the glory!


